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October 19, 1936. 


MHJORANDIJM FOR MR. JOSfePH 


RE: Poor Richard Club 


For yow Information the following is an. outline of the purpose 
et cetera, of th^oo^Rich^ Club. 

"This organization, named for the fictitious 
^ character made famous by Benjamin Franklin in his 'Almanac' 

! is the Hen's Advertising CliU) of^“ Philadelphia. ' 


"It was organized in 1906 and now occupies a 
commodious three storyv^lub house at 1319 locust Street. 
vVThe officers are H. H.^Kynett, President; Roybert A. 
\Considine, first vice-president; Chiles H.yEyles, 
second vica^resident; Clarence W.^ranmer, secretary; 
and John M.VFogelaanger, treasurer, ^ 

"The Poor Richard Club conducts the ^Charles 
Morris Price School of Advertising and Journalism, which 
was endowed by the late Michael G. Price in memory of his 
son, Charles Morris Price, a member of the club, who died 
In 1922, 

"In September, 1931, the club inaugurated an 
Advertising Institute for its members. The club has since 
its Inception, cooperated with other organizations in 
such civic projects as the building of the Benjamin 
Franklin Memorial, the organization of the All-Philadelphia 
Conference of Business and Civic Organizations, the Phila- 
delphia Business Progress Association, et cetera. 

"Over a period of years the club has recognized 
the outstanding achelvements of mei^ and worae^in various 
fields by making public presentation the^oor Richard 
Silver Medal of Achievement. In the\past the medal has 
been aweo'ded,^^'^ such men as A^red P.t Sloan, of^eneral 
Motors, nlll^nogerS, Admiral cyrd, Cyrus H. K.^uurtis and 
many others. The medal is presented at a noon Tuesday 
Ixmcheon and the talks are broadcast over station KYW, 
which is the HBC red network station in Philadelphia." 
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This Inforatatlon iras obtained from the files, letters/ 
being received from the organization, and a pamphlet entitled ^Thru 
the Doonfaj at 1319." 


Respectf’ 

T. ff. Dawsey. 



ADIKNDUM 


October 23, 1936. 


Subsequent to the writing of the above memorandumj the 
Philadelphia Office was requested by vdre to conduct an investigation 
of this organization, and for Special Agent in Charge Vetterli to 
express his opinion as to the advisability of the Director's addressing 
the Club. 


In reply, Kr, Vetterli, by letter of October 21, 1936, 
advised that the Club has a verj’’ splendid reputation and cnjojsan 
influential position in the affairs of Philadelphia, and Ls non 
political. He stated that they have weekly luncheons and the guest 
speakers are usually given a bronze raedal. On rare occasions the;;’ 
give outstanding individuals a silver medal, possibly two or three 
times a year, and it is understood that so far no one has received 
a silver medal for 1936. Once each year, however, there is a gold 
medal given to the man "who has done the most for advertising in 
America. This medal has been given on two occasions in the past, 
oncB to Will Rogers, and once to Walter Disney. 

Mr. Vetterli ejqsressed his opinion that the Director should 
not accept this invitation because "it -nould be frank opinion that 
he should appear for a gold medal, v;hich is .the annual a’v.-ard to the 
outstanding American. A silver medal, ■while it carries considerable 
weight, in my frank opinion, does not do justice -to the Director." 

It seems that the luncheon to which the Director has been 
invited -would simply be the usual weekly luncheon wdth the exception 
of the fact that he would be given a silver Diedal vjhich as s-tated, 
is presen-ted as often as two or three times a year to prominent men. 



^lurcau wf ^nOeslt^aitoii 

<^. J^«)H«tlW««t of justice 

1300 Liberty Timst Bldg, , 

C 'Phy.adelphla, 

October 1936» 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigatioa, 
Waabington, D.C. 


Dear Sir; 


Reference la made to your teletype of the 
19th Instant requesting full details concerning the standing, 
reputation and purposes of th^^oor_ Richard Club of Iliiladelphia, 
and ray opinion as to the advisability of the Director addressing 
this organization in the near future. 

I conversed briefly with Mr. Quinn of the Bureau 
this morning, who suggested a detailed letter concerning this 
matter* 


• • • The Poor Richard Club was organized in 1906 and 
is a social club for those Interested in advertising, such as 
bx^yers, sellers or makers, and is a member of the Associated 
Advertising Clubs. It annually celebrates the anniversary of the 
birth of Benjamin Franklin, Its patron saint, Ihere are a number 
of very prominent men who are members of this particular club 
and, of course, the name Poor Richard comes from the ber.jomln 
Franklin publication "Poor Richard’s -Almanac. " 

The club's purpose is to develop a greater ] 
Philadelphia by promoting the cultural, industrial and civic / 
activities of the city* The club has a very splendid reputation \ 
and enjoys an influential position in the affairs of the city. ' 
The organization incidentally is non-political. Ihey have weekly 
luncheons .and guest speakers are usually given a bronze medal. 
Howeveru^n rare occasions they give outstanding individuals a / 
silver \n»dal. This possibly happens two or three times a year. - 
It is my understanding that so far no one has received a silver 
medal this year. Once each year, however, there is a gold medal 
given to the man, who has done the most for advertising in 
America. This gold .^natial has been given on two^ccasiona in the 
past, once to WilljRogers, and once to Walter) Disney, the car- 
' toonlst. ' . 
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yFor example, on January 18, 1934 Walt. Disney 
was awarded thel Poor Pichard Achievement Medal because he was 
an outstanding American and was the creator of "Laughter" and 
Will Rogers was awarded the medal January 18, 1933 as an 
Ambassador of Advertising. 

The officers of the club are fairly influential 
men. They have speakers lined up on their schedule as follows: 

November 24th- Secretary of 'War Woodring. 

December 3rd- Open, 

December 8th- Ben Nash, leading stylist. 

December 15th- Editor of Tnie Story Magazine. 

December 20th- Christmas Luncheon. 

December 29th- Fathers and Sons Day. 

liay I call your attention to the fact that Special 
Agent in Charge Tetterli addressed this same Ivincheon club on May 
18, 1936 and spoke to this group regarding the work and functions 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and correspondence is in 
the Bureau file with respect to this talk. 

I believe it was somewhat of an honor for the 
Special Agent in Charge to have been called upon to address this 
group but it is my honest and frank opinion that the Director of 
the Bureau should not appear before this group. The reputation [ 
of the club is splendid and there is no color at all attached to • 
their invitation to the Director, However, if the Dlr^tor were 
to appear before this club it would be my frank opln^n that he 
should appear for a gold medal, which is the annual taward to the 
outstanding American, A silver medal, while It carries con- 
’slderable weight, in my frank opinion, .does not do justice to the ' 
Director. 


The number at the luncheons depend prlnmrily on 
how many men can be present. Frequently a number of them cannot 
attend end, of course, the attendance usually runs between one 
hundred to two hundred, depending upon the speaker. The limcheon 
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woxild simply be the usual weekly luncheon with the exception 
of the fact that the Director would be given a silver nedal, 
which is given ae often as two or three times a year to 
prominent men. 


Under all the circumstances I do not recommend 
that the Director accept the Invitation. 


REV: AG. 

SPECIAL DELIVERY 


Very truly yours, 





Special Agent in Charge. 
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February 11, 1957 


Direetor, 

Federal Bureau of luTestigatlon, 
Washlngtain, D* C* ^ 




r. TPiey.,. 
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PEHSON/L AMD CONFIDEKTIAL 


Dear Siri 



Heferenoe ie aade to Charlotte Field SiTiaion letter 
of October 10, 1936. addressed to the Bureau, iMoh transmitted 
eertaitt inf omatim/ pertaining to alleged subrersiTe aotlTlties 
on the part of tho feilTer Shirts of Ameri oa. 

Attached please find certain additional material pertaining 
to this seme OTcuisatim* This material was reeeiTed by 
Speoial Agent||[||||[mm^ formerly of -this dlrlsion, Ih a 
plain eneelape A ghevllle. H orth 



_ Lso referred to 
a notation on a plain 
pieee of paper nhioh aoeoapanied these enolosures, stating that 
the aotlTlties of the headquarters of the SiWer Shirts of A^rioa 
in Asheville, lorth ^Carolina, haTe greatly disdi^hed since the 
General Aleotlon' of 1956 end that William Pudlejj^ellev. reputed 
leader of this orgaalsati<ui, has in AsheTille since that 

time but is nov in Washington, D. C«, seeking "to get a |50,000»00 
appropriation to inrestigate the Jers." Ho o<^ies of the attaohed 
are being retained in the Charlotte Field DiTislon* 
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Very truly yours. 


w«. 

"®®4aPJI 26 1961 Special Agent 
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M of Potniftrr ' I9S6* / . 

.. ' * . .- . , ■• ■ .a'. r. . . ■ - 

to ArUolo EtaUtM , .. V -i .. :/ ' v, 

■Orofoa Ian Bad flaloa of ftatara Porotdid Daatha of 
■ ” , . long and Rogara*' i 'v^ 

I^^S^^^artiela rel&tea that tha Ray of Ll^t eaae In 1981 a^ 1988 
^TT|^ir ~r** I * 01*001 national figure vould take the hurdle in a ooealU(f^pgH|Pi^ 
Seeoodf a powerful figure in polities would he assassinate<^^Bn^^ 
^^^l^^aould cone forth and boldly enter the liete am a platfom of 

"The tine eleaent wes» that the three things would eoae alaost’siaDltaoeooslj*** 

*The aecood typified andavrled the idea of a politieal JjOhn the Baptist 
and would he used to help recall to Anerlea God's Eeoaoaie plan and also help 
•ake Aaeriea realise that it is God and Christ that is the real issue. Also 
the second figure and happening carried the gria warning to Christians what to 
expect froo that tlae mt the anti-Christ ftatrces eoalng forth^ easting all 
restraint aside in the battle against God and focusing their dMonlaeial 
activities upon the Christ forces as synholised hgr the third event... 

^ow I a^you, isn't it a 'oolneldenee* that one of Aaerica'e nost beloved 
figuraK^, Wily^gers. loi^ hie life in a plane acddant. and that a Chitad 
States ^natnr naned Rue^^^ng was shot hgr *a brilliant hut erratic doctor eho 
had received nost of his edneatim in ?lanna*t««. j . 

. *1 • . ^ '■ : 

^A^ther strange thing, Huey Long's fundanental foundation was God sad 
God's econcmle law, as given forth by the Old Testanent. And than another 
funny thing 'this no-aecount Pelley* says that Aneriea ought to think about 
Christ and talk about our Ocnstltution, and that he is going into action with 
^ capital A." ** ■_ 





